New lens on gender-based violence  by Klugman, Jeni
Correspondence
www.thelancet.com/lancetgh   Vol 1   December 2013 e337
New lens on gender-
based violence
 Your October, 2013, articles1,2 bring 
a welcome scientiﬁ c lens to gender-
based violence in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Indeed, gender-based violence 
is so widespread it merits closer 
examination through the lens of 
development economics as well.
Women in poverty often confront 
multiple difficulties in avoiding or 
escaping gender-based violence. They 
might have less financial independ-
ence and fewer exit routes, and they 
often live amid social norms that at 
best turn a blind eye to their suﬀ ering. 
Fear of encountering violence deters 
many women from seeking employ-
ment. The vicious cycle of inequality, 
poverty, and violence continues.
To address this pervasive rights 
abuse and its concomitant psycho-
logical, social, and economic costs, 
the World Bank Group is expanding 
its gender-related work to advance 
our twin goals of ending poverty and 
boosting shared prosperity. Indeed, 
the costs of gender-based violence, 
even according to conservative 
estimates of lost productivity, range 
from 1·2% of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in Brazil and Tanzania to 2% 
of GDP in Chile3—as much as most 
governments spend on primary 
education.
In collaboration with key partners, 
we are investing in knowledge 
and data on women and girls. This 
investment includes new work on 
women’s agency and participation, 
which takes as its starting point the 
view that freedom from violence 
is perhaps the most fundamental 
expression of agency. First, we are 
analysing the costs of violence and 
reviewing what interventions work 
and why. Second, we are bringing 
ﬁ nancing to operations on the ground. 
In just the past year, ten new projects 
with an exclusive or priority focus on 
sexual and gender-based violence 
totalling almost US$19 million 
have been approved. Third, we are 
partnering with the private sector and 
civil society.
In places such as Papua New 
Guinea, with its astonishingly high 
rates of gender-based violence, our 
“traditional” investments in areas 
such as mining and infrastructure all 
comprise explicit gender elements. 
Recent interviews with girls in the 
Paciﬁ c Island state as part of a global 
survey on development priorities4 
suggest that they can imagine 
something better. “I want my future 
to be much safer”, one girl said, while 
another urged her government “to 
give ﬁ rst priority to young women and 
girls...They should allow women to run 
the government.”
Empowering women and girls can 
be catalytic in lifting families and 
communities out of poverty. Tackling 
the epidemic violence against them is 
vital to that equation.
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